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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

CENTER FOR FOLKLORE STUDIES

AUTUMN 2007 - SPRING 2008
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

The Center for Folklore Studies at the Ohio State University supports the learning,
teaching, research, and outreach endeavors of folklorists and students of folklore.
With participation f rom across the colleges of Humanities, Arts, Social and Behavioral
Sciences, and Education and Human Ecologythe Center provides OSU blklorists
with a network for cooperation and interdisciplinary dialogue. Center activities
include:

t coordinating the folklore curriculum across departments and
advising students

t facilitating research and outreach projects of both local and
international scope

t organizing lectures, conferences, and workshops

t providing organizational and financial support to folklore-related
activities across campus



NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

FoLkLore GIS A PPROVED

The Center is delighted to announce that our long- awaited Graduate | nterdisciplinary
Specialzation in Folklore has been approved by the Council on Academic Affairs,
and will go into effect immediately. Co-sponsored by thirteen departments in f our
colleges, this interdepartmental graduate minor will allow students in any program
to earn aformal credential in folklore. The 23-hour curriculum combines a common
core of methods and theory with individualized advising, and allows for overlap
with the student’s primary program. Full information on the GIS (and folklore
programs and courses in general) may be found on our website. | nterested students
should contact the Center Director to begin the pr ocess.

FoLkLore ARcHIVES Moves To MaiN CamMPUS

We are equally thrilled to announce that the Folklore Archives, formerly located in
Bevis Hall on West Campus, is moving to the second floor of the Ohio Stadium,

suite 218. Thanks to the College of Humanities, the Archives now has space for its
collections, working space for researchers and classes, poximity to the Oval, and
easy parking. In particular, the 5000-item collection of world music recordings
can now be properly shelved, digitized, and made available to listeners. Center
staff have been working to impr ove indexes to facilitate student consultation, are
creating a genre-based colection, and are collaborating on other ar chival projects.
(Instructors wanting guidance on how their students might mak e use of the archives
should get in touch with Barbara or Kirsi.) Watch for a dedication party on Friday,
November 30%.

CFS WELcoMEs NEw ASSOCIATE

The Center is pleased to welcome Maria Eresa (Mabel) Agozzino
as a new associate. Mabel is the new Associate Diector of the
American Folklore Society (headquartered at OSU), replacing
Brent Bjorkman, who left AFS to become the new executive
director of the Vermont Folklife Center. | n addition, Mabel will
serve as adjunct assistant professor of Engish and Celic Studies
at OSU.

She received her BA in Celic Studies and Anthropology (1999),
MA in Folklore (2001), and PhD in Folklore and Cetic Studies
(2006) from the University of California, Berkeley, where she worked closely with
the late Alan Dundes; and she was head of the UC Berkeley Folklore Archives for
several years. Agozzino has taught folklore courses at both UC Berkeley and
Calfornia State University East Bay, organized many conferences, and served on
several directorial and editorial

-2-



boards, including those for the California Folklore Society, the Celtic Studies
Association of North America, and the Riual Year Working Group of the Socieitei
internationale d’ethnologie et de folklore. She has traveled widely and conducted
fieldwork in several European countries, in North and South America, and most
notably among the Welsh in Patagonia, Argentina. Her research interests and
publications center on folk belief; calendrical customs; Wales, the Welsh, and the
Welsh Diaspora; and Arthuriana. Before joining the staff of AFS, she worked as
the administrative manager of the non-profit community arts organization The
Berkeley Society for the Preservation of Traditional Music.

MuULLEN ENDOWMENT

In the spring of 2007, the OSU Center for Folklore Studies estabiished the Patrick
B. Mullen Endowment Fund. The Fund was created to support the intel lectual and
professional dewelopment of folklore graduate students. Pat’s love for and support
of students continues not only thr ough his busy slate of professional activities
(watch for his latest book, The Man Who Adores the Negro: Race and American
Folklore, in January) but thr ough this very important endowment opportuni ty. If
you are interested in making a contribution that wi Il have long-lasting impact on
the lives of folklore graduate students and the folklore program at OSU, please
consider making a contribution. It is possible to do this on-line by going to
www.giveto.osu.edu and making an |-Give donation to fund #480578. If y ou have
any questions or would like additional information, please contact the Center Director
or Associate Director.

OSU plklore alum Larry
Doyle examines the 2006
AFS annual meeting
program schedule with
folklorist Martha Sims.
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CENTER-ORGANIZED EVENTS

FeEBruARY 21-23, 2008
SPRING COLLOQUIUM
UrBAN PARTY Mix: PERFORMING THE AMERICAS
IN THE METROPOLE
BoweN THEATRE, DRAKE CENTER

The simultaneous deterritorialization and re-rooting of Latin American and Caribbean
forms of celebration within urban centers of Europe and the United States has
accentuated their essential hybridity and intensified social and aesthetic
transformations in the perf orming communities. | n honor of the Columbus opening
of the exhibit “Midnight Robbers: The Artists of Notting Hill Carnival,” this colloquium
will place the London carnival in conversation with emerging Latin- and Luso-
American dance scenes in Nevark, New Jersey. | n both locales the individual and
collective identities of performing revelers are changing. As new and diverse
groups acquire styles of bodily expression associated wth the marginalized
Americas, what are the aesthetic, economic, social, and political effects? Come
discuss the promise and challenges of hybrid forms among shifting populations.

The colloquium is organized by the CFS and the Department of Theatre with support
from the Office of I nternational Affairs, the Departments of Dance and Spanish
and Portuguese, and the Lusophone Globalcities Working Group.

The exhibition “Midnight Robbers: The Artists of Notting Hill Carnival,” co-curated
by Center Associate Lesley Erris of the Department of Theatr e will be held Jan
22-Mar 7 at the OSU Urban Arts Space (see http://theatr e.osu.edu/carnival/
index.html).

A Notting Hill Carnival player from the mas band Mahogany, 2005.
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CALL FOR STUDENT PAPERS

Graduate and advanced undergrad students in any relevant discipline are invited
to submit papers on performance in transnational settings for special Saturday
sessions: student papers wil be discussed by visitors Barbara Browning and Julian
Henrigues. This is a chance to show your research to major scholars in the field.

Interested students should contact Center Director Dorothy Noyes as soon as
possible; full abstracts for review will be due on November 15%.

SCHEDULE

Thursday, February 21, 2008

Evening reception and tour of the exhibition

Friday, February 22, 2008

Sessions on Noting Hill and North Jersey with

Julian Henriques, Fimmaker and Lecturer, Goldsmiths College,
University of London

Ali Pretty, Artistic Director, Kinetika Arts International, UK

Ruth Tompsett, Theatre historian and co-director, Carnival Exhibition
Group, London

Katherine Borland, Associate Piofessor of Comparative Studies,
OSU-Nevark

Kimberly DaCosta Hoton, Associate Professor of Portuguese and
Lusophone World Studies, Rutgers University-Newark

Keynote address by

Barbara Browning, Associate Piofessor of Performance Studies, New
York University

followed by dinner and salsa dancing!

Saturday, February 23, 2008

OSU student presentations. Barbara Browning and Julian Henriques,
discussants



DINNER LECTURE SERIES

Come to the Mershon Center for a delicious dinner from a local ethnic restaurant
and delicious talk from a visiting speaker and folklore colleagues and friends. This
year we have two tr eats in store.

Allmembers of the OSU community (including alumni!) ar e welcome at the dinners,
but spaces are limited: RSVP to Shela Bock.

Thursday, February 7, 2008, 5:30-8:00 PM

Bill Ellis on Legend and the Occult

Bill Ellis, Associate Pofessor of Engiish and American Studies
at Penn State Hazleton, is well-known to scholars and media
as an authority on urban legend and contemporary versions
of the occult. His books include Lucifer Ascending: The Occult
in Folklore and Popular Culture (Kentucky, 2003); Raising the
Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media (Kentucky,
2000) and Aliens, Ghosts, and Cuts: Legends We Live
(Mississippi, 2001). He has serwed as President of the
International Society for Contemporary Legend and on the
Executive Board of the American Folklore Society.

Tuesday, April 15, 2008, 5:30-8:00 PM

Sabina Magliocco
A showing and discussion of the film Oss Tales (2007)

Padstow, a town on the north coast of Corn wall, celebrates
May Day with a unique custom: two hobb y horses, or osses,
dance through town streets, accompanied by drums and
accordians. All Padstownians participate in this exciting event,
which has now become a tourist attraction, drawing over 30,000
visitors the first of May to this fishing town of 3000. F olklorists
Alan Lomax and Reter Kennedy visited Padstow in 1951,
producing a film called Oss Oss e Oss (1953). | n 2004,
filmmaker John Bishop and folklorist Sabina Magiocco (with
Jaynie Ali Aydin and Noah Bishop) returned to Padstow to see
how the custom was faring fifty years later.

Sabina Maglocco, Professor and Chair of Anthropology at California State University,
Northridge, grew up in Italy and the Uni ted States. Her most recent book is Witching
Cutture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Penn 2004). She has published
on religion, folklore, foodways, festival, witchcraft and Neo-Paganism in Europe
and the United States. A recipient of Guggenheim, National Endowment for the
Humanities, Fulbright and Hewlett fellowships, and an honorary Fellow of the
American Folklore Society, she also serves as editor of Western Folklore. Her non-
academic interests include music (she plays guitar and banjo), gar dening and
animal welfare.
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GUEST SPEAKERS

Wednesday, October 3, 2007, 4:00-5:30 PM, Dulles 308

Silke Meyer , University of Miinster

An Anthropology of Credit. Instant Credit and
Consumer Practice in Contemporary Germany

Dr. Silke Meyer is currently a Fulbright scholar with the
Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology at Indiana
University. She studied Folklore/Cultural Anthropology, Art
History and English Literature at the univ ersities of Tubingen,
Sheffield and Miinster. After her 2002 PhD from Minster (“The
iconography of nations. National stereotypes in English prints

and caricatures”, published in 2003), she taught Cultural

Studies at the German Department, Nottingham University

(GB). Since 2004 she is an Assistant Professor at the

Department of Folklore/Cultural Anthropology at Minster

University. Her research interests are the culture of credit and

debts, modern hero figures, visual anthropology, nationalism

and national identity.

Tuesday, November 6, 2007, 4:00-6:00 PM, Denney 311

Haya Bar-ltzhak , University of Haifa

Settlement, Trees, and Ideology in Kibbutz Local Legends
Co-sponsord by the Melton Center for Jewish Studies and Pioject Narrative

Haya Bar-Itzhak is chair of the f olklore division of the Department of Hebr ew and
Comparative Literature at the University of Haifa, where she also seres as academic
head of the | srael Folktale Archives. She has conducted ethnogmaphic research on
Jewish traditions from Poland, Morocco, and | srael. Her most recent book is /sraeli
Folk Narratives: Settlement, | mmigration, Ethnicity (Wayne State, 2005). Drawing
on literary theory, Bar-ltzhak analyzes the poetics of folk narrative in its ethnographic
setting. This year she is a Fulbright Scholar at Penn State University Harrisburg.

A reception will follow the lecture.



GUEST SPEAKERS - CONTINUED

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mustafa Kemal Mirzeler , Western Michigan University

12:00-1:30 PM, Dulles 308

Brown bag talk and storytelling: Kurdish Traditional Narrative

Dr. Mirzeler is Assistant Piofessor of Africana Studies and Afiliate Faculty of
Comparative Religion at Western Michigan University. He grew up traveling the
Taurus mountains with his father, a well-known Kurdish storyteller, before emigrating
to Germany and the U.S. He received his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin,
Madison, where he studied storytelling traditions in East Africa. He has published
articles on local memories of colonial expediions in East Africa, on violence against
women in Kurdish traditional narrative, and on origin narr atives, and has forthcoming
books on Jie and Elmolo storyteling.

4:00-5:30 PM, Denney 311

Voices of African Storytellers: the Jie people of Uganda, the Turkana
people of Kenya

Co-sponsord by the Center for African Studies

Mustafa Kemal Mirzeler



FOLKLORE STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION
CONFERENCE

Friday, May 16, 2008, Denney 311, 8:30 AM-4:30 PM

This annual conference features the original research of our graduate and
undergraduate folklore students. The conference is organized and run by the
Folklore Students’ Association wih some support from CFS Each year, an award is
given for the best undergraduate folklore paper and the Mullen Prize for the best
graduate paper is presented. In addition, the conference includes the FSA Alumni
Lecture. For more details, check the CFS Wb site.

Alumna, Martine Stephens,
chairs a graduate student panel at
the 2007 FSA Conference.

FSA ALUMNI LECTURER:

Alan Govenar, Director
Documentary Arts, Dallas

Dr. Alan B. Govenar received his BA at OSU studying with Patrick Mullen, and
completed his PhD at the University of Texas. He is a versatile scholar of American
vernacular culture (especialy African American music), authoring films, books,
DVD-Roms, and most recently a musical, Blind Lemon Blues, which opened off
Broadway in 2007 and is touring international ly. His fieldwork in Ohio with the
great Columbus tattoo artist Stoney St. Clair is documented in Stoney Knows
How: Life as a Sideshow Tttoo Artist (Schiffer Publishing 2003). In 2007 Dr.
Govenar produced the revised ediion of the DVD-Rom Masters of Traditional
Arts, documenting the mor e than 250 recipients of the National Heritage Fellowship.
He is founder and director of Documentary Arts in Dallas, Texas, dedicated to the
presenvation and presentation of historically and culturally significant places and people.

Dr. Govenar will also conduct a professionaization workshop: see the next page.
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CFS sponsors a series of workshops on pactical topics relating to research,
professionalzation, and careers in folklore for graduate students and other
interested parties. Unless otherwise noted, they are held Friday 10:30-12:00 in
Dulles 250.

September 28 - I nformation session for grad students new to folklore
studies: Dorry Noyes, Barbara Lloyd, and Timothy Lloyd, Executive Director, The
American Folklore Society.

January 25 - Library resources and database seaching in folklore: Kathy
Webb, Folklore Subject Specialst, University Libraries.

February 29 - Granthunting and writing. Dorry Noyes and Samh Starr, Office
of Research.

March 28 - Conference presentations and AFS abstact workshop. Mabel
Agozzing Associate Director, The American Folklore Society

April TBA - Human subjects review. Dorry Noyes. (This workshop will be timed
to coincide with English 770.02, but others not in the class will be welcome.)

April 25 - Academic publishing. Guest speaker TBA

May 15 - Time/place TBA. Alan Govenar. Folklore careers in independent
nonprofit organizations.

FinaL FRIDAY LUNCHES

Whether you want to find out mor e about folklore at OSU or just relax at the end
of the week with a group of fun-loving folklorists, please join us for food and
conversation periodically through the year in the Center for Folklore Studies. Al
interested faculty, staff, and students are welcome!

WHERE? 308 Dulles Hall

WHAT TIME? 12:00 pm (f ollowing the Folklore Professionalzation
Workshops) until the food runs out.

WHAT DAYS AGAIN?
January 25

February 29

March 28

April 25
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Students, faculty, and friends enjoying great
food and good company at the 2007 CFS Picnic.
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OSU plklore grad students,
Sheia Bock & Kirsi Haenninen
[left] and Nancy Yan & Tracy

Carpenter [right] at the

2006 AFS Annual Meeting in

Milwaukee.

The Society for Ethnomusicology 51st Annual Conference , held in
the Hyatt on Capital Square in downtown Columbus from October 25"-28™,
focuses this year on Music, War, and Reconciliation . Among the folklorists
in attendance will be Judy McCuloh, Carol Silverman, Jason B Jackson,
Deborah Kapchan, Alan Burdette, Lucy Long, Doris Dyen, Michael Taft, Cathy
Kerst; OSUs own Tim Lloyd, Chan Park, and Daniel Avorgbedor; and current
AFS pesident Bill Ivey (see below) On Wednesday, October 24, a pre-
conference symposium wil be held on new directions in ethnomusicology.
For information, see http://www .indiana.edu/~semhome/2007/index.shtml

OSUs Project Narrative  is holding an important symposium, Multicultural
Narratives and Narrative Theory , October 25M-27" at the B lackwell Hotel
Conference Center See http://pr ojectnarrative.osu.edu/. Among the well-
known speakers from ethnic and narrative studies is folklorist Maria Herrera-
Sobek.
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Finally, the Center for Slavic and East European Studies is sponsoring
an international conference on Women and War on October 26" and 27, to
be held at the Mershon Center for International Security Studies. Spealers
address issues of memory and representation in the Balkan wars of the 1990s
and the current struggles in Chechnya and Afghanistan. See http://
slaviccenter.osu.edu/WIW/schedule.html

an Immigrant Experience in Ballad and Song, and The Mexican
Corrido: A Feminist Analysis. Herrera-Sobek will speak at the Project
Narrative symposium on “Violent Constructions of Subjectivity: The
Narrative Voice of the Subaltern in the Mexican Narcocorridd’ on Saturday

at 1:40 PM.

Maria Herrera-Sobek Bill Ivey

A little later, walk down to Weigel Hall to hear Bill lvey give the Charles
Seeger Lecture to the ethnomusicologists, from 4:15 to 5:30 PM. | vey is
President of the American Folklore Society, former Chair of the National
Endowment for the Arts, and curr ent Director of the Curb Center for Art,
Enterprise, and Publc Policy at Vanderbilt University. His new book, Arts,
Inc.: How Greed and Neglect Have Destroyed Our Culkural Rights, will
be published by the University of California Press in 2008.
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Richard Bauman is Distinguished Professor in the
departments of Folklore & Ethnomusicology,
Communication & Cuture, and Anthropology at | ndiana
University, Bloomington. Best known for his theoretical
and methodological contributions to the ethnogr aphic study
of language and performance, Bauman’s scholarship has
had an impact on the development of a number of
intersecting fields of study, including, folklore,
anthropology, history, linguistics, semiotics, and speech
communication. His writings have been widely reprinted

http://mershoncenter .osu.edu/events/landing_events.htm

April 16, 2008 - Sabina Magliocco , California State University, Northridge
Science & Engineering Library, Rm 090, 4:30 PM

The Reclamation of Paganism and the Politics of Identity in the Early
21st Century

Sabina Maglocco, Professor and Chair of Anthropology at California State University,
Northridge, grew up in Italy and the Uni ted States. Her most recent book is Witching
Culure: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America(Penn 2004). She has published
on religion, folklore, foodways, festival, witchcraft and Neo-Paganism in Europe
and the United States. A recipient of Guggenheim, National Endowment for the
Humanities, Fulbright and Hewlett fellowships, and an honorary Fellow of the
American Folklore Society, she also serves as editor of Western Folklore. Her non-
academic interests include music (she plays guitar and banjo), gar dening and
animal welfare.

The lecture is part of the Center f or the Study of Religion 2007-08 series, “Through

a Glass, Darkly: Publc Interest in the Occult.” The full series is of great interest to
folklorists: see http://r eligion.osu.edu/activities/

-14-



May 2-4, 2008 - Qualia Festival of Gay Folklife
Locations in Columbus and schedule TBA.

This annual Columbus conkrence and festival features academic panels, fim
screenings, excellent dancing, and a wide range of other events. Folklorists
confirmed for attendance in 2008 include

Diane Goldstein , Memorial University of Newfoundland
Polly Stewart , Salisbury University (emerita)
Joe Goodwin , Ball State University

For more information: ht tp://www .qualiaweekend.com/index.htm

Recent OSU PhD geduate, Mickey Weems, here presenting at
the 2007 FSA Conference, is co-director of Qualia.

AND KEep Your EYE ON

The Institute for Collaborative Research and Public Humanities , George
Wells Knight House, for a variety of programming of inter est: http://icrph.osu.edu/

The ICRPH sponsors an eening lecture series at the Columbus Museum of Art:
watch for our own Professor Amy Shuman and Comparative Studies Piofessor
Maurice Stevens on November 15, 7:00 PM |, speaking on Larger Than Life
Stories: Aminah Robinson’s Water Street Journeys . The talk complements
the exhibition of Columbus artist Aminah Robinson: see http://www .
columbusmuseum.org/

The Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies has taken Translations as
the theme for its 2007-08 Lecture Series. Watch for the great historian of European
popular culture Peter Burke on September 28 and the great Python and
independent medievalist Terry Jones on October 8. See http://cmrs.osu.edu/
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Student Andy Paluch receives

prize for best paper at the 2007

FSA Conference, presented by
professor Ray Cashman.

-17-




THE PaTRICK B. M ULLEN PRIZE

Each year, the OSU Center for Folklore Studies gives a $200 cash award for the
best OSU blklore graduate student paper. This award is made possible by the
generous contributions of friends, colleagues, students, and former students of
emeritus Professor Pat Mullen. If y ou have questions about eligible submissions or
format, please contact the Center for Folklore Studies.

Eligible papers:

Format:

Must be written by current OSU folklore graduate students.
Must have been written within the last 12 months.

Eligible submissions include papers/essys

—written for a class

—presented for conferences or publication

—may be part of a dissertation or thesis chapters

—may be written specifically for the Mullen Prize

Must not have been previously published.

Only one paper submission per student.

The student must not have been a previous recipient of the Mullen
Prize.

Submissions should be on 8.5 x 11 white paper

Paperclip your pages together; do not staple

Submit one copy only of your paper

The submission should have a title page that includes:

—your name

—title of the paper

—a sentence describing what the paper was originally written for
—today’s date

DO NOT include your name on any of the other pages

All pages (excluding the title page) should include a header that lists
the title of the paper and the page number

Papers should be submited to the
Center for Folklore Studies offices, Dulles 308,
no later than

2:00 PM on Thursday, May 1st

Announcement of the prize winner will be made at the FSA
Spring Conference on Friday, May 16, 2008.
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September

27
28

October

3

17-21
25-28
25-27

26-27

November

6

15
15
30

January

25
25

February

March

7
21-23
29
29

15
29
29
31

DATES TO REMEMBER

FALL QUARTER

CFS Rll Welcome Reception, 4:30-6:30, Mershon Center
Info session for new students, 10:30-12:00, Dul les 250

Silke Meyer Talk, 4:00-5:30, Dul les 308

2007 AFS Annual Meeting in Quebec Gy

SEM Conérence, Captal Hyatt, Columbus

Multicultural Narratives and Narrative Theory Conference, The
Blackwell

Women and War Conference, Mershon Center

Haya Bar-ltzhak Lecture and Reception, 4:00-6:00, Denney 311
Amy Shuman Lecture, 7:00, Columbus Museum of Art
Abstracts due for student papers, Urban Party Mix

Archives Dedication and Holday Party, 3:30-5:30, Folklore
Archives, Stadium 218

W INTER QUARTER

Professionalzation Workshop, 10:30-12:00 Dul les 250
Final Friday Lunch, noon, Dulles 308

Dinner/Lecture with Bill Ellis, 5:30-8:00, Mershon Center
Urban Party Mix Conference, Bowen Theatre
Professionalzation Workshop, 10:30-noon, Dulles 250
Final Fridays Lunch, Dulles 308

Submissions due br FSA Conference
Professionalzation Workshop, 10:30-noon, Dulles 250
Final Fridays Lunch, noon, Dulles 308

AFS annual meeting poposals due
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April

15
16
25
25

15
16-17
17

October

22-26

SPRING QUARTER

Richard Bauman Lecture, 4:00, Mershon Center

Dinner with Executive Board, American Folklore Society
Dinner/Lecture with S. Magliocco, 5:30-8:00, Mershon Center
S. Magliocco Lecture, 4:30, Science and Engineering Libary 090
Professionalzation Workshop, 10:30-noon, Dulles 250

Final Fridays Lunch, noon, Dulles 308

Mullen Prize submissions deadine

Brown Bag with Mustafa Mirzeler, 12:00, Dulles 308
Mustafa Mirzeler Talk, 4:00, Denney 311
Professionalzation Workshop, time/place TBA

FSA Conference, Denney 311

Spring Barbecue

| N ADDITION

2008 AFS Annual Meeting, Louisvie, Kentucky
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FOLKSERV

FOLKSERV is the listserv of The Center for Folklore Studies and is
used primarily to announce Center events and activities at The Ohio
State University. To join, send an email message to:

listproc@lists.acs.ohio-state.edu

Leave the subject line blank. In the body of the message, type:

Subscribe oplkserv YourFirstname YourLastname

Don't forget to visit our website regularly for
updated information and news:

http://cf s.osu.edu/
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Center for Folklore Studies
The Ohio State University
308 Dulles Hall

230 West 17th Avenue
Columbus, OH 43210-1361
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