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0:30:38-0:32:04
AC:

I was sitting in my office one day. And...this was after we had a particularly...um um um um...a
run of shootings. Like we've had this summer. This was a couple years ago. I was sitting in my
office one morning...doing some reading. And I heard something out...some one out in the pews.
So...the...the Church is open. I heard some noise out there. So I looked around. I saw that there
were three boys. About ten years old. They were sitting on the pews, and they had there hands
folded and they were praying. So I walked around gently, and came around and said:

"How are you doing?"

"We're praying" I said:

"What are you praying for?"

"We're praying we don't get shot. I don't want to get shot. My cousin just got shot last night. I
don't want to get shot." So those boys are coming...they're they're still...they're, seventeen now,
sixteen, seventeen now. And one of them is definitely college bound. The other two are here
almost every day. Trying to get their bikes, from not being stolen. They were here yesterday...

0:32:54-0:35:02
AC:

It's that...that...that...that victimization that brings about a repeat cycle of suffering, violence and
that whole cycle of violence, and...and brokenness, anger, desolation that brings about more
violence which repeats the cycle. Creates hopelessness. Resignation that this is my fate. I had
a...a little boy who was thir...eleven years old. He kept coming around here. Until he...and then
he was like thirteen. Last year he was thirteen. And he's like doing st...you know petty acts of
violence little vandalism things: breaking windows in cars, uh...tur turning over flowerpots and
stuff like that, stupid stuff, stealing from the dollar tree, stealing, he finally got, stealing from the
target store, that's what he is in jail for now. But I asked him:

"Why are you doing this?" because he is a bright boy. He said:

"Well I'm going to jail anyway, I might as well get it over with." Everybody...

"Why do you say that you are going to jail? You are eleven, twelve years old. Why...why do
you think it is inevitable that you are going to jail?"

"Well my brother is in jail, my father is in jail, I never knew him, he has been in jail all his life,
my other brother is in jail, my cousins are all in jail, I'm going to jail." You know you give up at
a very early age where you can't say "well, okay not me." “I might as well get it over with.”

Where is he? He is in jail right now. And when he went to jail everybody in the neighborhood
said good riddance. It does not have to be that way. It does not have to be that way. We do not
have to sacrifice our children to this system.






