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- 0:21:15 - Robert Caldwell discusses his children and their college opportunities

- 0:22:25 - Robert Caldwell discusses how he enjoys the excitement that OSU football brings
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Francis Sokolowski (FS):

Have you or anyone you know ever had any bad experiences with the sortsof people that are

being criminals? Like wear those...

Robert Caldwell (RC):

I've had more bad experiences with the police, personally, than I've had with criminals. I've been

arrested or stopped, whatever, by the police six different times over a couple, three, year period,

um... while I was living, you know... living in the neighborhood. Um, and for no, I mean... in

what could be considered one of those profiling kind ofdeals, you know. As far as interaction

with criminals, I mean... One of the things I've often said to people who aren't are aware of the

reality is that most of the time the people that are involved in the shootings and the problems or

whatever, are the criminals. You know, very few innocent bystanders get, you know... caught up

in that. A vast majority of the people in the neighborhood are, you know... decent people who are

just trying to live and do what they need to do to take care of their families. Um, so if you don't

get into, I mean if you, you know... if you don't get into the mess you're not gonna be affected by

it for the most part.

FS:



So are those kind ofarrestations common? Like, beyond you?

RC:

Yeah, I mean... a lot of the guys will tell you that they get, what they call, harassed by the police

or whatever, and again I think its an unfortunate combination of dynamics that, you know... lead

to why these things occur. I mean, the police are trying to proactively, aggressively, you know...

police. And, um... and while some of their stuff might be unjustifiable, I think for the most part,

in their minds they think they have a, you know... a just cause to do some things or to pursue

some people or whatever. So its a fine line that you have to walk, but by the same token, a lot of

the young guys, you know... are defiant and um, they don't uh, they're... they're... they're also

contributors to it by uh... you know the way they posture themselves or whatever. Now

somebody like me on the other hand, um... when I get stopped um... you know its... it makes it

particularly um... curious. You know what I mean? 'Cuz I'm not dressed like, you know, uh...

FS:

Yeah.

RC:

Like other people or you know, some of the guys or whatever. So again, you know... I can only

surmise that they saw the color ofmy skin and in fact, I was in the neighborhood and based on

assumptions.

FS:

Could you describe like... one of those experiences?

RC:

Um, I uh... I think the most recent one that the one that I think I actually ended up going to court

and fought against this ticket that I was given and won. Um... was when I uh, I had... I was



coming home from uh... we had actually taken a coupe of guys out from the neighborhood to get

some chicken wings at the... the BW3's (Buffalo Wild Wings) up here on campus and we were

coming back um... coming back home and the reason why I remember this so significantly is that

one of the guys lived a few blocks, you know... east into the community so I stopped at a stop

sign and I was trying to debate about whether I should go forward or make a left hand turn. So I

actually sat at the stop sign you know., probably longer than you would normally stop trying to

sort out that decision. And then I finally made the decision to turn left and go you know, into the

uhh... turn left. And then we got stopped by the police and the guy said we ran the stop sign. You

know, it's three black guys in a car and... and I was like, you know... I didn't run a stop sign. I

know I didn't run the stop sign And uh... yeah you know... he gave me a ticket and blah, blah,

blah. So I fought it in court and I won and I represented myself and just told the story and

actually ended up uh... winning and getting the charges dropped and the ticket... But there were

four... five other occasions when I had been stopped. Two of which resulted in tickets and I

actually ended up taking the ticket. I didn't fight it in court quite that way. But they were you

know, clearly like... from my perspectivethey didn't stop because I had actually did anything that

warranted a ticket. I think I got a ticket to justify why they chose to stop me. They kind of

manufactured the charge and uh... stupid stuff like that.

FS:

So were they rude to you other than that?

RC:

Well, um... one time I got handcuffed and put in the back of a police car in my own driveway.

FS:

How... How did that arise?



RC:

Because I didn't know why the person stopped me. You know, I mean... they came up behind

me, I turned, pulled into my driveway, they came up and I got out of my car and said, "What?

What're you....? You know... this is my house. What are you doin'? And, uh... so I guess you... It

was a woman police officer but I guess she perceived that as a threat and uh... handcuffed me

and put me back uh... in the back of the policecar and gave me a ticket. So... kinda crazy.




